			
Lesson Plan #13 for Genius of Freedom: Henry Highland Garnet & ““A Copperhead Victory”” by Charlene WeigelThe Liberator, October 21, 1864


Grade Level: Middle or high school

Topics: Henry Highland Garnet, Reconstruction, Abolition movements, Black conventions
Pennsylvania History Standards: 8.1.6 B, 8.1.9 B, 8.3.9 A, 8.3.9 B, 8.3.9 D
Pennsylvania Core Standards: 8.5.6-8 A, 8.5.9-10 A, 8.5.11-12 A, 8.5.6-8 B, 8.5.9-10 B, 8.5.11-12 B, 8.5.6-8 C, 8.5.9-10 C, 8.5.11-12 C, 8.5.6-8 D, 8.5.9-10 D, 8.5.11-12 D
African American History, Prentice Hall textbook: page 287

Overview:  Pennsylvania high school students studying the Civil War readily grasp a highly summarized narrative of Union and Confederate interests, but they have tendency toward over-simplifying along the geographic lines of “North” and “South.” Also, although familiar with black activists such as Frederick Douglass, they may view the movements for abolition, suffrage and civil rights as led by Northern whites, not realizing that a broader black community was vibrantly, and bravely, taking ownership. By thinking critically about the primary source ““A Copperhead Victory” ” (The Liberator, October 21, 1864), students gain a deeper understanding of the broad mix of views and opinions in the North, and the resultant uncertainty of outcomes at the time. Students will examine and analyze the article in context of the major historical events and political movements to understand the deep and divisive political and racial forces at work in the North. Students will also compare the forms that activism, and re-action to that activism, took in the 1860s and today.

Materials:
Image of Henry Highland Garnet HHG photo
From the Exhibit:  Copy (and Exhibit link) of ““A Copperhead Victory,” The Liberator, October 21, 1864.
Smart board/Overhead projector
“A Copperhead Victory”  Primary Source Article Analysis SheetWorksheet
Response and reflection worksheet  (I can create a sample if you would like me to; YES please do )

Teacher Background:
· Additional context on the Copperheads and their motivations/objectives (pdf attached to lesson plan):
Weber, Jennifer L. "Lincoln's Critics: The Copperheads." Journal of the Abraham Lincoln Association 32.1 (2011): 33-47. Journal of the Abraham Lincoln Association. Web. 24 Mar. 2015. <http://hdl.handle.net/2027/spo.2629860.0032.105>.  
· Full text of article excerpted in Primary Source Article Analysis Sheet (copy of article attached to lesson plan): Fantz, Ashely. "Array of world leaders joins 3.7 million in France to defy 
terrorism." CNN 12 Jan. 2015: n. pag. CNN. Web. 24 Mar. 2015. 
http://www.cnn.com/2015/01/11/world/charlie-hebdo-paris-march/ 
· Background on Northern broader dissent to Union during Civil War and further information on Peace Democrats and Copperheads: 
Rooney, Rachel, and Margaret Storey. "Treason or Loyal Opposition? The Copperheads and Dissent during the Civil War." Digital Collections for the Classroom. The Newberry, 3 May 2014. Web. 24 Mar. 2015. <http://dcc.newberry.org/collections/copperheads-and-dissent-during-the-civil-war>. 

Procedure:

1.  Project image of Henry Highland Garnet and explain that, though born into slavery, he became a well-known abolitionist, orator, and clergyman. In 1843 he gave a speech entitled, “A Call to Rebellion,” that called for enslaved people to rise up, even violently, against their masters. This led to his being viewed as a radical, even by other abolitionists. Also indicate that Colored Conventions had been taking place since 1830 when the first one was held in Philadelphia at Mother Bethel Church and organized by pastor Richard Allen.

2. Distribute copies of the article to students. Pair them up to complete the “Primary Source (Article) Analysis” document worksheet (teacher answer key also provided).  Be prepared to help students by giving an example of a stakeholder.

32. Using a transparency or Smartboard image, have student groups share their answers and correct any misconceptions or mistakes. An answer key is provided to help guide this discussion.

43. Extensions –
· Broader analysis of the Peace Democrat/Copperhead agenda, exploring the broad variations within opposition to the Republican Party policy (primary source: Letter from Gideon Allen to Annie Cox) http://dcc.newberry.org/collections/copperheads-and-dissent-during-the-civil-war 
· Image analysis from the National Convention of Colored Men (primary source: http://blackhistory.harpweek.com/7Illustrations/Reconstruction/NatColoredConvBI.htm)


NOTE: Relevant PA History and Common Core Standards will be added



Primary Source (Article) Analysis
“A Copperhead Victory,” The Liberator, October 21, 1864
Student Version

Working with a partner, identify the key elements of the events as depicted in the article (the narrative):


















Review the sentence, “The cane was kept as a trophy of victory of three or four double-fisted rowdies over one poor, lame ‘nigger.’” Considering this sentence in context of the overall article and the journalist’s use of quotation marks, what is the journalist saying? Is this sentence a factual, objective depiction of the event? What might you infer about leaning of The Liberator in regard to black civil rights from this sentence?







	







A stakeholder is a person or a group with an interest or concern in the outcome of an event or situation. Complete the following chart, thinking about the various stakeholders in the event as depicted in the article. Depending upon your analysis, you may identify three to five distinct persons or groups.


	
	Stakeholder (person or group)
	Desired outcome in the event (their “stake”)
	Evidence from article to support your analysis of desired outcome

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	













What does the journalist say Mr. Garnet and the Convention delegates should do in response to the assaults (second paragraph of article)? Consider the following excerpt from a CNN article on the response to the killings of the journalists at the French publication Charlie Ebdo in January 2105. What similarities and differences can you identify the response to the assault on Mr. Garnet and the killings at the Charlie Ebdo headquarters?
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(CNN)At least 3.7 million people, including world leaders, marched in anti-terrorism rallies in Paris and
elsewhere in France on Sunday, French officials said, calling the massive gathering in the nation's capital
the largest in France's history.

The day was emotional and peaceful, a gesture of unity just days after Islamic extremists slaughtered 17
people.

World leaders joined French President Francois Hollande, including British Prime Minister David
Cameron, German Chancellor Angela Merkel and Spanish Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy. The day also
brought together an unlikely duo at the rally: Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas and Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

The rally began with a march through Paris streets at 3 p.m., but a massive group of people stayed into
the night. Among them was Dalil Boubakeur, the rector of the Great Mosque of Paris and president of the
French Council of the Muslim Faith.

One man in the crowd said the French people must not "give in to fear." Terrorists, he said, "will not win."

Others carried signs that echoed the now-famous phrase that honored slain journalists at the magazine
Charlie Hebdo, "Je suis Charlie."
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