










































Whether the FCS disbanded or continued to carry out its mission in 
obscurity is unclear. Over the course of the i84os, references to South- 
ern colonization auxiliaries, male and female, dwindled in the religious 
newspapers which had helped to promote colonization in its heyday. 
The declining visibility of Southern colonizationists in the press re- 
flects the Southern evangelical retreat from politics in the wake of the 
denominational schisms in the Presbyterian, Methodist, and Baptist 
Churches. Despite the fact that the ACS continued to have some power- 
ful allies among Virginia's clergymen, such as Presbyterian minister 

i 
William Henry Ruffner, donations from churches, especially Methodist 
and Baptist ones, slowed to a trickle in the 1840s.~' 

A small band of stalwart female supporters of the cause kept up a 
stream of individual remittances, but on the whole, female donations 
fell off steadily in the late 1840s. Moreover, group remittances by Vir- 
ginia women became rare; colonization seems to have provided women 
with fewer opportunities for autonomous organization than it had in 
previous decades. No longer did the Afiican Repository publicize the 
work of the "tenth legion" of female auxiliaries. Women's colonization 
organizations in Rockbridge, Albemarle, Fredericksburg, Warrenton, 
and elsewhere disappear from the historical record.52 

By 1850, the American Colonization Society was firmly under the 
control of a Northern-dominated board of directors, while the Virginia 
Colonization Society, by contrast, was an unabashedly proslavery orga- 
nization. One of many signs that the gulf between antislavery and pro- 
slavery colonizationists was growing ever wider is an 1852 petition to the 
legislature, from an anonymous "Virginian." "From what the writer has 
seen and known personally," the petitioner stated, "he honestly believes 
that the female free negroes keep their husbands and families from emi- 
grating to Liberia. For while we know of many men among them ready 
and willing to go, they are held back by a stubborn refusal of their wives 
to accompany them." In a move that would have appalled the likes of 
Blackford, the petitioner proposed the passage of a law that would sell 
free black women "into perpetual slavery upon condition they do not 
emigrate to the land of their forefathers." Whether his observation that 
women were less willing to emigrate than men has any basis in reality 
is unclear. It is clear, however, that white antipathy to free blacks rose 
steadily as the free black population grew; Virginia lawmakers seriously 
debated measures for the outright expulsion of free blacks in the 1850s.~~ 

Many women evidently approved of the rhetoric ofthe VCS - dozens 
contributed money to the state society in the 1840s and 1850s. Interest- 
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