
 

Afro-Americana Digital Resources 
Certain resources can only be used when connected to the Library Company’s VPN. While on site, enjoy 
access to: 

● Accessible Archives via History Commons: 
○ a comprehensive database of diverse primary resources related to 18th, 19th, and early-20th 

century American history and culture. 
○ Quicklinks:  

■ African American Newspapers  
● America’s Historical Imprints, including Black History collections: 

○ Afro-Americana Imprints, 1535-1922 (AFAMER) 
■ the world's preeminent collection of books, pamphlets, and broadsides for 

African-American studies 
○ African Americans and Jim Crow: Repression and Protest, 1883-1922 (AAJCRP) 

■ Over 1,000 crucial documents covering the lives of African Americans during the 
rise of segregation and Jim Crow 

○  African Americans and Reconstruction: Hope and Struggle, 1865-1883 (AARHS) 
■ Over 1,400 digitized works covering the lives of African Americans in the years 

following the Civil War 
○ African History and Culture, 1540-1921 (AFRHCC) 

■ the history of Africa through more than 1,300 rare books, pamphlets, almanacs, 
broadsides, and ephemera 

○ Black Authors, 1556-1922 (BLAUC) 
■ Nearly 600 creative works by African and African-American authors across four 

centuries 
○ Caribbean History and Culture, 1535-1920 (CRBHCC) 

■ Over 1,400 rare books, pamphlets, almanacs, broadsides, and ephemera 
● Early American Newspapers, Pennsylvania 

○ This database provides wide-ranging coverage of historical newspapers from Pennsylvania, 
from 1719 - 1892 

● Evans Digital Edition, 1639-1800 
○ Quicklinks 

■ Search by topic, ie. Africans, antislavery movements, abolitionists, etc 
● Jstor provides access to more than 12 million materials, including academic journal articles, books, 

independent publication, photos, primary sources, and more in over 75 disciplines 
○ Quicklinks 

■ Explore 2500+ primary resource collections via JStor, filter by keyword 
● Black Periodicals: From the Great Migration through Black Power 
● Latin American CollectionIs and Publication 
● Civil War and Slavery Collection 
● Teaching Resources for Slavery, Freedom, and Abolition 
● First Blacks in the Americas 

■ Independent Voices 
● Black American 

http://www.accessible.com/accessible/
https://history-commons.net/modules/anco/
https://infoweb.newsbank.com/iw-search/we/Evans?d_collections=AFAMER&d_collections=EVAN&d_collections=EVAN2&d_collections=SHAW&d_collections=SHAW2&d_collectionName=all&p_product=EAIX&p_theme=eai&p_nbid=U58T57UUMTY0MzkxNzc3OS4zMTMyNTE6MToxMzo1MC4yNDMuNTEuMjE3&p_action=keyword
https://infoweb.newsbank.com/apps/readex/?p=AFAMER
https://infoweb.newsbank.com/apps/readex/?p=AAJCRP
https://infoweb.newsbank.com/apps/readex/welcome?p=AARHS
https://infoweb.newsbank.com/apps/readex/?p=AFRHCC
https://infoweb.newsbank.com/apps/readex/?p=BLAUC
https://infoweb.newsbank.com/apps/readex/?p=CRBHCC
http://infoweb.newsbank.com/iw-search/we/HistArchive?p_product=EANX&p_action=timeframes&p_theme=ahnp&p_nbid=V56E54EKMTIyMTE0MTI1Mi44NDcxNTU6MToxMjo3MC45MC4yMy4yMTc&p_clear_search=&s_search_type=timeframes&s_category=none&d_refprod=EANX&s_browseRef=
https://infoweb.newsbank.com/iw-search/we/Evans?p_product=EVAN&p_action=keyword&p_theme=eai&p_nbid=M52B51GOMTY0MzkxNzc3OS4zMzEwMjM6MToxMzo1MC4yNDMuNTEuMjE3&p_clear_search=yes&d_refprod=EVAN&&s_startsearch=customized
https://infoweb.newsbank.com/apps/readex/serial-browse?p=EVAN
https://www.jstor.org/
https://www.jstor.org/site/collection-list/
https://www.jstor.org/site/reveal-digital/black-periodicals/?so=item_title_str_asc&searchkey=1755524095917
https://www.jstor.org/site/vanderbilt/latin-american-collections/?so=item_title_str_asc
https://www.jstor.org/site/grand-valley-state-university/civil-war-and-slavery/?so=item_title_str_asc
https://www.jstor.org/site/illinois-college/teachingresourcesforslaveryfreedomandabolition/?so=item_title_str_asc
https://www.jstor.org/site/ccny/dsi-first-blacks/?so=item_title_str_asc&searchkey=1755524248107
https://www.jstor.org/site/reveal-digital/independent-voices/black-american/?so=item_title_str_asc&searchkey=1755524612392


 

Other resources you can use freely, without being on-site, include:  
● Alexander Street Press: Images of the American Civil War: Photographs, Posters, and Ephemera 

○ Over 27,000 photographs, posters, and ephemera presenting the dramatic imagery of 
nineteenth-century Americana as experienced from the social, military, and political 
perspectives 

○ Quicklinks:  
■ Abolitionists and Abolitionism 
■ Slaves, Freedmen, and Contraband 

● Colored Conventions Project 
○ an interdisciplinary research hub that uses digital tools to bring the buried history of 

nineteenth-century Black organizing to life 
● Early Americas Digital Archive (EADA) 

○ a collection of electronic texts written in or about the Americas from 1492 to approximately 
1820 

● Early Caribbean Digital Archive (ECDA)  
○ Over 50 early Caribbean texts, including novels, travel narratives, natural histories, obeah 

narratives, slave narratives, and more 
● Global Commodities: Trade, Exploration, and Cultural Trade 

○ Quicklinks 
■ Popular Searches 

● Keywords (Slaves, Sugarcane, etc) 
● Places (by state, country, or continents) 
● Companies (United Africa Company, African  

■ Online Exhibitions (Cotton, Sugar, Tobacco, etc) 
● Keywords for Black Louisiana (K4BL) 

○ a collective of researchers creating digital projects highlighting the Black life and culture of 
the Gulf Coast 

● Samuel J. May Anti-Slavery Collection 
○ over 10,000 abolitionist pamphlets and ephemera, including sermons, newsletters, 

speeches, poetry, and more, document the anti-slavery struggle at the local, regional, and 
national levels 

● Slavery and Abolition in the US: Select Publications of the 1800s 
○ a digital collection of books and pamphlets covering the varying beliefs about slavery in the 

United States throughout the 19th century 
● Slavery Images 

○ a digital archive for hundreds of historical images, paintings, lithographs, and photographs 
illustrating enslaved Africans and their descendants before c. 1900 

● Underwriting Souls 
○ A digital archive of Lloyd’s of London pertaining to the trans-Atlantic slave trade, with 

materials from the late 17th century through the early 19th century. 
● American Political Prints 1766-1876 

○ digital images and descriptive text from Bernard Reilly’s annotated catalogue of political 
cartoons from 1766-1876, including prints related to abolitionism and African American 
history 

 

https://search.alexanderstreet.com/cpho
https://search.alexanderstreet.com/cpho/search?ff%5B0%5D=theme_topic_facet%3Aabolitionists%20and%20abolitionism%2AAbolitionists%20and%20abolitionism%7C29
https://search.alexanderstreet.com/cpho/search?ff%5B0%5D=theme_topic_facet%3Aslaves%20contraband%20and%20freedmen%2ASlaves%2C%20contraband%2C%20and%20freedmen%7C27
https://omeka.coloredconventions.org/
https://eada.lib.umd.edu/
https://ecda.northeastern.edu/
http://www.globalcommodities.amdigital.co.uk/
https://www.globalcommodities.amdigital.co.uk/FurtherResources/PopularSearches#keywords
https://www.globalcommodities.amdigital.co.uk/FurtherResources/OnlineExhibitions
https://www.lifexcode.org/k4bl
https://rmc.library.cornell.edu/mayantislaverycoll/
http://deila.dickinson.edu/slaveryandabolition/index.html
https://slaveryimages.org/public/index.php
https://underwritingsouls.org/exhibitions/
https://loc.harpweek.com/
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