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The Paxton Massacres of  1763 



The 1764 Pamphlet War  



Letters, Diaries, & Treaty Minutes 



Digital Paxton (digitalpaxton.org) 

i. Digital Collection                
2500+ scanned pages of  art, 
books, broadsides, newsprint, 
pamphlets, political cartoons 
 

ii. Interpretative Materials              
a dozen historical overview, 
conceptual keyword essays 
 

iii. Educational Materials            
half  a dozen high school and 
university lesson plans 



i. Digital Collection 



ii. Interpretative Materials 



iii. Educational Resources 



The Limits of  a Digital Edition 
When thoughtfully structured, digital editions can accommodate a constellation 
of  material forms, voices, and perspectives. Unfortunately, many indigenous 
records have been lost or systematically excluded from collections. 

 
• How do we tell the story of  a colonial massacre, mediated through colonial 

documents, in a manner which doesn’t simply reproduce colonial biases, 
assumptions, & erasures? 

• What if  we could imagine a perspective on the Paxton massacre that, given the 
genocide of  the Susquehannock, could not be retrieved? 

• What if, instead of  telling a story about the Paxton vigilantes, we told a story 
about the Conestoga, their resilience, and their central role in the history of  
colonial Pennsylvania? 



Redrawing History: Indigenous Perspectives 
on Colonial America 
i. Teachers’ Institute              

National institute co-sponsored 
with the Gilder Lehrman 
Institute of  American History 
 

ii. Educational Graphic Novel  
Written, illustrated, & published 
by Native American partners 
 

iii. Public Art Exhibition      
Presented at the Library 
Company of  Philadelphia 
 

iv. Digital Edition                        
Free, open-access enhanced 
edition of  graphic novel 

Funded by The Pew Center for Arts & Heritage 



i. Teachers’ Institute 

• Led by Dr. Daniel Richter 
(MCEAS) and Justin 
Enrich (GLI) 

• Convenes 35 educators 
from across the nation 

• Furnishes new educational 
materials for digital edition 



ii. Educational Graphic Novel 

Ghost River: The Fall & Rise of  the Conestoga 
 
Graphic Novel (60 pp.) 
• Script by Dr. Lee Francis (Laguna) 
• Hand-painted art from Weshoyot Alvitre (Tongva) 
 
Interpretive Materials (60 pp.) 
• Artist statements 
• Sources 
• GLI lesson 
• Contextual essays 
• Annotated script 

 
Published by Native Realities Press (October 2019) 







iii. Public Art Exhibition 

Redrawing History 
• Places Ghost River art into 

conversation with the 
library’s historical records  

• Invites patrons into the 
scholarly-creative 
collaboration that made 
Ghost River possible 
 

Nov. 11, 2019 – Apr. 10, 2020 
 





iv. Digital Edition 

• Curates essential primary & 
secondary source material  

• Makes explicit connections 
between art & collection items 

• Accommodates additional 
educational materials 

• Offers readers a free, open-source 
edition of  Ghost River 







Learn More 
Dr. William D. Fenton 
wfenton@librarycompany.org 
@williamfenton 
 
Digital Paxton 
digitalpaxton.org 
@digitalpaxton 
 

Nicole H. Scalessa 
nscalessa@librarycompany.org 
@nscalessa 
 
Redrawing History: Indigenous Perspectives on 
Colonial America 
librarycompany.org/redrawing-history 
#LCPredrawinghistory 
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